4-H VOLUNTEER FORUM, RECOGNITION EVENT SET FEBRUARY 22-23

Source: Ken Culp

Kentucky 4-H volunteers and staff will gain a wealth of new ideas, knowledge and skills during educational and recognition programs February 22 through 23 in Lexington. (Celebrating the Past -- Looking to the Future( will be the theme for the two-day Kentucky 4-H Volunteer Forum and Recognition Event.

The forum will have a variety of teaching, learning and interactive experiences designed to encourage participation as well as recognize outstanding accomplishments and services. The event will combine a two-day educational forum, with 117 hours of workshops and funshops to strengthen programs and activities, and the second Kentucky 4-H Volunteer Recognition program.

The workshops will cover a broad spectrum of 4-H Youth Development programs, activities and curricula. Seven tracks will be offered for volunteers interested in a particular subject matter area. Tracks are horse, livestock, camping, clothing, club crafts, environmental education and leadership.

In addition, a pre-conference workshop will be offered on the 4-H Community ATV Safety Program. This workshop, presented by the National 4-H Council, will begin at noon on February 21 and conclude at noon on February 22. 

Participants also can view exhibits highlighting a variety of 4-H programs, projects and activities from throughout the Commonwealth of Kentucky. 

Recognition activities will spotlight contributions volunteers make to the Kentucky 4-H Program and the impact these people have on the lives of 4-H members.

Volunteers will be recognized at two different events. Years of Service Awards will be presented to 64 volunteers who are celebrating milestone achievements ranging from 25 years through 50 years or more. The second event, the Kentucky 4-H Volunteer Hall of Fame Awards, will include the following awards TEAM (Together Everyone Accomplishes More), ICE (Innovative, Creative, Enthusiastic), Community Service, Leadership Development, Conrad Feltner Memorial, Partners in Progress and Lifetime Achievement.

In addition, a celebration of the American 4-H movement(s centennial will be incorporated into the two-day event. This movement was started January 15, 1902 by A.B. Graham, a school superintendent in Springfield, Ohio.

The volunteer forum is open to anyone involved with 4-H in Kentucky, including adult and youth volunteers, 4-H parents, older 4-H members, alumni and Cooperative Extension Service staff.

The early-bird registration fee for the two-day forum is $40, which includes all forum costs, a banquet and volunteer recognition luncheon.  Registration forms are available through your (COUNTY NAME) Cooperative Extension Service office. January 25 is the early registration deadline to return forms and checks to your local CES office. Registrations received after January 25 are $50 for full-time participation and $40 for part-time attendance, including meals.  Costs will be the same for registrations received February 8, but won(t include meals.

Educational programs of the Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin.
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