VOLUNTEERING ESSENTIAL PART OF KENTUCKY 4-H ALL YEAR LONG
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Kentucky 4-H is in the top 10 in the nation--for total hours committed to the (Power of YOUth( pledge campaign, part of the  national 4-H/Youth Development movement centennial celebration.

We have more than 1,150 pledges totaling more than 55,000 hours of various community services. 

In (COUNTY NAME) our 4-H members and others committing to volunteer service have pledged to (AGENTS: LIST SOME OF LOCAL PLEDGES HERE)

If you would like to participate in the (Power of YOUth( pledge campaign, simply go to the 4-H/Youth Development centennial web site at http://www.4hcentennial.org, click on the Power of Youth( tab at the top, and make your pledge.

Kentucky has one of the larger 4-H/Youth Development programs in the nation with more than 231,000 active youth and more than 21,000 volunteers. The sheer numbers of 4-H members and volunteers and dedication to their communities has a tremendous impact on the services provided.

In other volunteer activities, 4-Hers assist younger youth in project day activities when public schools have conference days. Members do wetland plantings for local government reforestation projects. Youth also pick up and recycle roadside trash. Another volunteer project is to bring canned goods to 4-H meetings to share with community food banks and other agencies.

Many adults and teenagers volunteer as counselors at county 4-H camps during the summer. Each volunteer donates about 100 hours of time, including required training prior to the camp.

Members volunteer for community service projects during 4-H Senior Conference each June on the University of Kentucky campus. Youth have performed general maintenance including weeding, applying mulch, removing brush and other tasks at the University of Kentucky-Lexington Fayette Urban County Government Arboretum. 4-Hers have volunteered in various capacities at the Lexington Senior Citizens( Center. They will perform community service for other governmental and charitable agencies as free time during the conference permits.

Our (COUNTY NAME) 4-H program works with others on volunteer activities to meet specific needs in this community. (AGENTS: LIST SOME COMMUNITY SERVICE PROJECTS IN YOUR COUNTY.)

In other areas of Kentucky, 4-H programs have developed financial management meetings on farm and home financial recordkeeping and management; made citizens aware of small or home-based business opportunities, and landscaped Habitat for Humanity homes and community gardening projects. Other programs have assisted with (back to school( needs of limited-resources children and helped secure a grant to establish after-school learning centers for multi-county school systems.

Not only do 4-H members( volunteer efforts help individual counties and the Commonwealth of Kentucky, these services also help the members.  They acquire knowledge, develop life skills and form attitudes that empower them to become productive and contributing members of society. Additionally, working together and having fun through 4-H encourages members to make volunteering a life-long habit.

(Learn by doing( is a key factor in the 4-H philosophy. Members and other people pledging volunteer service time use their heads, hands, hearts and health to make their communities better places for everyone to live.

For more information on 4-H/Youth Development programs in this area, contact your (COUNTY NAME) Cooperative Extension Service.

Educational programs of the Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin.
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