Horses Popular With Kentucky 4-Hers

Source:  Bob Coleman and Kristen Janicki

Kentucky has one of the largest and most rapidly growing horse programs.  More than 6,000 4-H Youth Development members have fun and learn by their associations with horses each year. Nationally there are more than 275,000 4-H horse youth.

4-H members become more proficient and independent by participating in horse activities at the county, area, state and national levels. Youth also gain a sense of belonging from the comradeship with others of similar interests and varying ages and often share their horse expertise with their families and others in the community.


NOTE AGENTS:  If you have a horse program, please describe some of the activities in the paragraph below.  You also might want to include the horse club meeting days and times.

In (County Name) 4-H Youth Development members participate in a number of horse program activities.  These include (list activities here.)


District-wide events include horse judging contests, horse shows and horsemanship camps. Some districts and counties have horse colleges.  State-level competitions include special events on May 15; horse contest on June 15 through 16; and the horse show July 3 through 10.


The horse program helps youth develop desirable traits of character including leadership, initiative, self-reliance, responsibility and sportsmanship. They become better prepared for citizenship responsibilities by working in groups and supporting projects and activities. This program also helps 4-H members enhance their horsemanship knowledge and skills and learn more about the business of breeding, raising and training horses, mules or ponies.


 In addition, 4-H members develop a greater affection for, and humane attitude toward, animals; gain an appreciation for horseback riding as a healthy, wholesome form of recreation; and learn more about safety precautions to prevent injury to themselves, their mounts, and others.


For more information on the 4-H Youth Development Horse Program, contact  the (County Name) Cooperative Extension Service.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin.
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