Dog camp is a great time for “best friends”

Source: Jann Burks, 4-H youth development specialist
Many of us would love to spend more time with our “best friends”. 4-H offers its members that opportunity through the 4-H Dog Program.
The program provides an educational opportunity for youth to learn and demonstrate their knowledge of dog-related subject matter and proper care of the animal. By learning to care for their animal, 4-H’ers learn many life skills including responsibility and patience. This is accomplished in both competitive and non-competitive settings, where attitudes of friendliness and fairness prevail. 
Dog clubs have many activities available to 4-H’ers and their pets and are a good chance for youth and their pets to interact with others. Exact activities may vary from club to club, but often consist of training in the three major disciplines (agility, showmanship, and obedience), therapy dog work, and other dog-related activities.  
There are many activities youth can participate in at the county, state and national levels. One of statewide opportunities is 4-H Dog Camp.

The Kentucky 4-H Dog Camp is held every May. This year, the dates are May 15-17 at the J.M. Feltner 4-H Camp in London.  At this camp, beginner and experienced 4-H members work with their dogs in one-on-one and group instruction.  Some topics that will be covered at this year’s camp will include:
· Obedience (Beginning, intermediate and advanced levels are offered.)

· Showmanship/Conformation

· Agility, Tracking, Rally Obedience

· Dog Grooming/Care/Careers

· Recreation 

Camp registration deadline is May 1. Space is limited to 150 campers, and slots are filled on a first-come, first-serve basis. The cost of attending is $70 per camper.

For more information on the state dog camp and to obtain registration forms or to learn about other available opportunities to work with animals through 4-H, contact your (COUNTY NAME) Cooperative Extension Service.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin.

