Strengthen the human-canine bond through 4-H 

Source: Jann Burks, 4-H youth development extension specialist

Most children are introduced to “man’s best friend” early in life, but oftentimes a dog’s care, training and upkeep are chores left to their parents. The 4-H Dog Program offers young dog enthusiasts the opportunity to learn about all aspects of canines and strengthens the bond between them.
No matter your child’s experience level, there is a dog program to suit their interests. Young people explore topics such as dog anatomy, health, nutrition and potential genetic problems. They also learn about population control, showmanship, training, ethics and budgeting for animal expenses. Experienced 4-H’ers can take their education a step further by learning about responsible breeding, diseases, caring for geriatric dogs, training, service dogs, dog roles and careers related to dogs.

In the process of working with dogs, 4-H members learn valuable life skills including responsibility, respect, planning and organizing, decision making and leadership.
A popular annual event for dog program participants is the Kentucky 4-H Dog Camp. The 2014 camp is May 16-18 at the J.M. Feltner 4-H Camp in London. During this camp, 4-H’ers and their dogs will get to participate in many activities including obedience, agility and jumping chutes. Applications and more detailed information are available on the Kentucky 4-H website at http://4-h.ca.uky.edu/. Registration applications for dog camp are due to county 4-H youth development agents by April 11. 
Dog shows are another popular event among 4-H members. Young people participate in dog shows while they learn the proper showing and grooming techniques. Youth will learn how to show their animal, train puppies and practice for a skillathon as well as research diseases, administer emergency first aid and explore dog laws. The Kentucky 4-H Dog Show is scheduled for Aug. 9-10 at the Kentucky Exposition Center. The deadline to register is July 10.
Adult dog lovers may enjoy being 4-H club volunteers, as these programs are fun and entertaining. It also gives them a chance to share with young people information about responsible care and handling of dogs.
Contact the (YOUR COUNTY) 4-H youth development agent for more details about dog programs.
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