County Fairs Offer Opportunities for 4-H’ers to Showcase Skills
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Whether they show sheep or participate in the bicycle rodeo, 4-H members across the state look forward each year to demonstrating their talents and skills at their local county fair. And, whether the goal is to win a coveted blue ribbon at the county level or to qualify to exhibit at the state fair, each 4-H’er takes pride in his or her achievements.


The exhibits offered at a county fair are as varied and diverse as the 4-H’ers who participate. Most local fairs offer the traditional livestock shows, which allow members to showcase animals in beef cattle, dairy cattle, swine, market goats, rabbits and poultry categories. Members are required to train an animal to be led or, in the case of swine, driven. A judge, typically from outside of the home county, is hired to evaluate the animals and award prizes.


Other traditional county fair events include horse shows. As with livestock shows, 4-H’ers spend a lot of time training and grooming their animals for horse shows. Some 4-H clubs sponsor “Fun Shows,” with competitions such as the banana race and a costume class.


The Fashion Revue allows 4-H members to model their sewing, knitting or crochet projects, while a tractor-driving contest enables them to demonstrate their tractor driving skills as they maneuver a tractor through a specific driving course.


In addition to the more traditional county fair events, there might also be  photography competitions, food presentations, entomology exhibits, horticulture contests and more – all of which allow members to showcase what they’ve learned while participating in 4-H, the largest out-of-school youth program in the country.

Members of 4-H – youths ages 9 through 18 – initially strive to win a blue ribbon, or “excellent,” the top prize at both the county and state level. A red ribbon means a 4-H project is “good,” while a white ribbon means “fair” or that the project does not meet the minimum standard. In any case, 4-H’ers are always encouraged by the 4-H motto: “To Make the Best Better.” In short, if you don’t win a blue ribbon this year, make improvements and try again next time.

County fairs are a qualifying event for state fair 4-H entries. Sometimes, only one or two exhibits from each county are selected for entry, and being one of the select few is a goal many 4-H’ers set for themselves.

Participating in the county fair is just one of many exciting opportunities offered to 4-H members. The 4-H organization, which stresses leadership, citizenship and life skills, also includes a host of volunteer leaders who lend assistance to participating young people. 4-H is part of the Cooperative Extension Service operated through each state’s land-grant university. 

For more information, contact your (County Name) Cooperative Extension Service. Educational programs of the Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin.
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