Kentuckians attend National 4-H Conference

Contact: Kim Leger, extension specialist for 4-H youth development 
The National 4-H Conference in Washington, D.C., is the pinnacle of the 4-H citizenship program and the premier civic engagement opportunity offered to senior 4-H’ers across the United States and its territories. This year, Julia Scott from Hart County, Audree Harper from Calloway County and Anna Meador from Simpson County represented Kentucky at the conference.
At this conference, young people attend training workshops, learn about government and have the opportunity to meet with legislators from their state. They also participate in round table groups that explore current topics related to a federal agency. Through research and careful thought and deliberation, round table participants develop a briefing on the topic that includes background information, facts and recommendations. They then present these briefings to representatives from the federal agency with an interest in that particular topic. Meador was also a facilitator for the conference, charged with leading a round table discussion group.
Each year, Kentucky 4-H selects conference delegates through their highly competitive 4-H Achievement Program. In this program, young people are recognized and given points for completing projects, serving as leaders and participating in 4-H activities and events. The top 10 individuals receive the Gold Award and are eligible to compete for the highest Kentucky 4-H honor, the Emerald Award. Of the 10 gold award winners, only four are chosen as emerald winners and are named the state’s National 4-H Conference delegates.
For more information about how young people can get involved with civic engagement opportunities through 4-H or join the 4-H Achievement program, contact the (COUNTY NAME) office of the University of Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service.

Educational programs of the Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, sex, religion, disability or national origin. 

-30-

