4-H Learn By Doing Philosophy

Leads to Service Learning Projects

Source:  Anna Lucas


Our slogan “learn by doing” emphasizes the important role experiential learning plays in the (County Name) 4-H Youth Development Program. This learning process helps 4-H members understand and apply new knowledge, skills and attitudes.  


As our youth “learn by doing,” they gain a spirit of belonging and independence, master many lifelong skills, and develop a more generous spirit of sharing with others.


NOTE AGENTS: Give examples of how youth “learn by doing” in the paragraph below.


In (County Name), 4-H members …


4-Hers also put our slogan to work in community service learning activities.  These include … (NOTE AGENTS: Describe here some 4-H community service projects in your community.)


A successful community service learning endeavor must involve partnerships with individuals and such groups as youth-serving organizations, businesses, educational institutions, community organizations and governing bodies.  We in (County Name) are fortunate to have fantastic support from local individuals and groups.

Community service learning categories may include citizenship; personal development and leadership; nutrition, health and safety; environmental science, wildlife and forestry; plants and animals, and national days of service.


Activities may involve teaching others by demonstrating 4-H project skills; advocacy by speaking to governmental or community officials and addressing a significant local need or issue by analyzing local streams and building playgrounds.  Programs also may provide direct services such as tutoring and visiting the elderly and indirect services of helping with environmental cleanups and fundraisers.


Youth generally receive the greatest benefit from sustained involvement in community service learning projects.  However, a number of projects can be planned for a day such as a bicycle clinic or serving holiday meals to homeless people; weekend such as a park or roadside cleanup or building a wheelchair ramp, or week such as assisting with a senior olympics or gleaning crops for a food pantry.

For more information on our 4-H Youth Development program, contact the (County Name) Cooperative Extension Service.
Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin.
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