Kentucky 4-H Livestock Judging Contest Set for June 19-20
Source: Richard Coffey

Participating in livestock judging contests helps 4-H’ers develop skills that prepare them for careers and other aspects of adult life. Some of these skills include observation, simultaneous observation of multiple variables, analytical, critical and logical thinking, decision making and verbal communications.

The University of Kentucky will host the 2007 Kentucky 4-H Livestock Judging Contest June 19 and 20. Kentucky’s contest is one of only a few state contests in the nation that is an “open invitational,” meaning there is no team requirement and no limit on participation. Contest organizers believe this allows any 4-H’er who wants to participate the opportunity to compete.  Counties must have at least three participants in an age division (clover, intermediate and senior) to qualify for team competition. Counties with fewer than three members in an age division will only be eligible for individual awards.
Each year more than 300 4-H members participate in the livestock judging contest and youths from more than 70 Kentucky counties have gone on to judge at regional and national contests during the past 31 years. Judging classes include beef cattle, sheep, swine and meat goats. All nontraditional classes will include breed identification and external parts identification.  Wholesale meat cut identification and EPD questions are two additional components of beef, swine and sheep judging classes. Intermediate and senior-aged contestants are required to give oral reasons and answer questions about how they place the classes.
Registration is $22 per entrant and must be paid by June 1. No late entries will be accepted. Housing costs in the UK dorms are an additional expense. Make checks payable to the Kentucky 4-H Foundation.  Please contact your (COUNTY) Cooperative Extension office for more information.  Registration forms are available online at http://www.uky.edu/Ag/ AnimalSciences/4h/livestockjudging.html. Registration forms should be in a typed format and mailed to: Dr. Richard Coffey, Research & Education Center, P.O. Box 469, Princeton, KY 42445.


Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin.
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