Kentucky’s 4-H Core Curriculum


Contact:  Jann Burks, Extension Associate 4-H Youth Development
In the United States there is one youth organization that stands above the rest.  That organization is 4-H Youth Development.


4-H began as a way of involving the head, heart, hand and health of farm youth in practical, hands-on education in agriculture and home economics. 


While in 4-H, members have the opportunity to complete annual projects relating to a specific set of subjects.  In Kentucky, this core curriculum consists of animal science, communication, family and consumer science, health, leadership and natural resources.


The core curriculum was put in place when Joe Kurth came to Kentucky to serve as the state leader of the 4-H program. He formed teams of county agents, state staff and College of Agriculture subject matter specialists to work on forming programs for the six areas of core curriculum. In the fall of 2005, the curriculum was implemented in all of Kentucky’s counties.

Although each county must include the six areas in their programs they are able and encouraged to continue programs that reflect the regional differences of this diverse state.  Every county has different needs and resources as they vary economically and geographically.  It is the goal of 4-H to highlight these differences.

Kentucky has a great 4-H program and it is the goal of the state 4-H program to continue traditions while giving the program a more cohesive look.  By implementing and practicing the core curriculum in statewide programs it is hoped that the educational and research based quality of our programs will enhance the educational system and support positive youth development in this state.

For more information on the Kentucky 4-H Core Curriculum, contact your (COUNTY NAME) Cooperative Extension Service.
Educational programs of the Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin.
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