4-H Judging Contests Have Widespread Interest
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Youth from more than 70 counties have competed in the Kentucky 4-H Dairy and Livestock Judging Contests in the past 30 plus years.  The contests are unique because the “open invitational” format, one of a few in the United States, has no participation limit or team requirement.  Thus, 4-H members ages nine to 19 can take part in these statewide, educational events and possibly advance to represent Kentucky in national judging competitions.  

The contests will take place June 22 at the University of Kentucky College of Agriculture’s E.S. Good Barn and Coldstream Farm Dairy Center. The (County Name) registration deadline is …

Mastering the necessary judging skills has many advantages. Youth learn to be more observant, think logically, make decisions, and defend their conclusions.  These events also are an opportunity for youth to share interests with other 4-H members from throughout the Commonwealth.


In the dairy-judging contest, junior and senior 4-H members assess the physical characteristics of heifers and cows and rank them on how well the characteristics compare to a “perfect” animal.  In addition, senior members must give the judge oral reasons to defend their decisions.

Youth participating in the livestock-judging contests attend classes on breed identification, animal parts, performance data evaluation and meat cuts.  Members evaluate the physical traits of beef cattle, sheep and swine and rank these animals. Senior 4-Hers must orally defend their decisions.

Twelve senior members with the highest scores in these contests will take intensive training this summer and compete in the dairy and livestock judging contests at the Kentucky State Fair.  The four members with the highest combined scores in the state contests, training and KSF judging will be invited to compete as a team in national contests in the fall.


Contact the (County Name) for more information on our 4-H Youth Development program.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin.
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