4-H Youth Sleuth for Entomology 
Source:  Blake Newton, extension specialist, entomology

It looks like a giant mosquito. In fact, some people call this insect a “skeeter eater” even though the adult doesn’t eat anything at all.  Its back end appears to droop and it doesn’t fly very well.  It has long jointed legs and a wingspan of up to 2 inches.  It is seen most often in the spring and fall resting on flowers or hovering around doors and windows.  What is it?  
This is just one of hundreds of mysteries waiting to be solved by Kentucky’s 4-H entomology detectives and some of the best insect sleuths are found in 4-H entomology clubs.  Club activities offer youths a world of discovery about nature and some of the smallest and most fascinating creatures that share our planet.

Insects are the most abundant animals on earth with more than one million different identified species.  They live in just about every situation and habitat.  Masters of camouflage, many insects use color and shape to survive.  Some, like the Walking Stick, blend easily into their surroundings.  Others, like the Ladybug, use bright colors to frighten predators.  
The approach of warmer weather signals the start of the active portion of the life cycle for many insects.  At the same time, 4-H groups around the state are pulling out nets and identification guides in hopes of adding to their collections.  
Entomology projects help youths develop skills including observation, research and teamwork.   By exploring diverse habitats, youths also discover the synergistic relationship between insects and the trees and flowers they pollinate.  The same scientific principles reinforce school studies that explore the biological activities of eating, mating, laying eggs, metamorphosis and death.  
4-H youths can enter their entomology collections into competition at the Kentucky State Fair.  The State Fair Collection Guide is available through the (Your County) extension office or can be downloaded from the University of Kentucky College of Agriculture’s Department of Entomology website.  Go to http://www.ca.uky.edu/entomology/dept/youth.asp. 

Did you read ahead?  The answer to the question at the top of the page is the Crane Fly.  There are several species in Kentucky and they are easy to catch with a net.  You can learn more about the Crane Fly by visiting the website listed above.  

For more information about 4-H opportunities in your area contact the (COUNTY NAME) Cooperative Extension Service.  

Educational programs of the Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin. 
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