Robotics: building for the future
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Many of us realize a proficiency in science, technology, engineering and mathematics are the building blocks for numerous, well-paying careers. In 4-H robotics, young people develop and refine these skills as they learn how to design and build their own robots. 
4-H robotic projects can range from junk drawer robots, which teach young people basic robotic construction using everyday items, to robots so large they are powered by motorcycle batteries. The most common form used by Kentucky 4-H’ers is the Lego Mindstorm NXT robotics kit, which are powered by AA batteries.
Kentucky 4-H has two grants to administer robotics programs across the state.  Young people can get involved with robotics in a variety of ways including 4-H clubs and camps.  Each December, 4-H robotics clubs have the opportunity to participate in a regional robotics competition held in several locations across the state. Winners of these regional events have the opportunity to advance to the state and national robotics competitions. County 4-H robotics teams should begin preparing for regional competition now. 
A unique robotics event for girls entering the eighth through 11th grades will occur July 30- Aug. 3 on the University of Kentucky campus.  The Kentucky Girls’ STEM Collaborative is hosting a weeklong Aqua Bots Day Camp. The camp will give girls the opportunity to design and build underwater robots. The camp is from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. each day and costs $200 per camper. Those wanting more information about this camp should contact Sue Scheff, coordinator for UK’s Appalachian and Minority Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics Majors, at suescheff@uky.edu or 859-257-2614.

For more information on 4-H programs in the areas of science, technology, engineering and mathematics, contact the (COUNTY NAME) Cooperative Extension Service.

Educational programs of the Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, sex, religion, disability or national origin. 
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