Learning from your 4-H goat project

Source: Jason Brashear, Letcher County 4-H YD Extension Agent
The 4-H Meat Goat Project is the fastest growing animal science project in Kentucky. Goats are relatively easy to care for and require less space than cattle, which can make them an attractive option. Participating in the 4-H goat project can increase your level of responsibility, work ethic, self-pride and sportsmanship, all valuable and rewarding skills.

A 4-H member can choose from two main types of meat goat projects. A meat goat breeding project is long-term project in which a 4-H member begins with a young female, called a doe kid, and cares for her through breeding age and on to kidding (giving birth). Youth participating in this project often gain marketing skills on top of the rest, since they are producing products that need to be sold.

With a market meat goat project, 4-H members begin with a weaned wether (castrated male) or doe and care for the goat kid through the growing phase (also known as the backgrounding and finishing phase) until the goat reaches market weight. This is typically a short term project, starting in the spring, ending in early fall.

Meat goat projects provide youth with opportunities to expand their knowledge of the meat goat industry, production and animal husbandry. Youth learn about selection and evaluation, nutrition and feeding, health and daily care, reproduction, marketing and much more. Having a meat goat project helps youth learn to accept responsibility, value hard work, think critically, make decisions and communicate effectively with peers and adults. 

Youth can also participate in several meat goat shows to exhibit their meat goat project. This is where personal showmanship comes into play. Of course, having an eye-catching goat will help attract the judge’s attention, but showing your goat well is essential. Remember to maintain good posture, smile and have fun while moving through the show ring. Judges respond favorably to a positive, relaxed demeanor, and this confidence can help a goat that is not the most stylish in the ring.

In addition to strengthening showmanship skills, meat goat shows provide a great avenue to meet and develop friendships with other youth and leaders from across the state. Young people are also able to demonstrate a commitment to learning, develop social competencies, gain exposure to career opportunities and connect with supportive adults who serve as mentors.

For more information, visit http://www2.ca.uky.edu/afs4hyouth/goatproject or contact the (YOUR COUNTY) Cooperative Extension Service.

Educational programs of the Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, sex, religion, disability or national origin. 
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