Physics Petting Zoo makes science fun
Source: Ashley Osborne, 4-H youth development specialist, and Joseph Straley, UK physics professor
For many years, Kentucky 4-H has been teaching the state’s young people that learning science, technology, engineering and mathematics is a lot of fun. It also can help set them on the path to some of the most in-demand and well-paying careers in the nation. Physics Petting Zoo is one of the unique tools Kentucky 4-H has to accomplish this. 
The Physics Petting Zoo kits contain 24 stations that allow young people to explore concepts like electricity, force, momentum, pressure and magnetism in a fun, hands-on way. Young people can go through the stations and learn the mechanics behind getting a doorbell to ring, the influence gravity and energy conservation have on a roller coaster and how a Fresnel lens focuses light. 
The kits were developed by Joseph Straley, UK physics professor, who made them available to Kentucky 4-H. It is also a companion piece to distance learning classes Straley offers to elementary and middle school teachers to help them incorporate more hands-on activities into the classroom.
Many county extension offices have a kit, and the state 4-H office has one that counties can borrow. For more information on the Physics Petting Zoo or other 4-H STEM projects, contact the (COUNTY NAME) Extension office.
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