4-H Issue s Conference Helps
Youth Address Local Concerns

Source:  Roger Rennekamp


The 16th annual 4-H Youth Development Issues conference will take place Nov. 18-21 at the Kentucky Leadership Center in Jabez. The conference is open to high school sophomores and juniors who display leadership potential and commit to implement skills learned at the conference in their home communities.

The (County Name) Cooperative Extension Service has registration forms and information on fees and other details about the conference.  (Date) is the deadline for conference delegates to submit forms and fees to the Extension office.

During the four-day conference, top student leaders from throughout Kentucky will learn the process skills necessary to plan and carry out community programs that address local issues.

Delegates will participate in action groups focusing on contemporary issues affecting young people.  This is how issues are selected for the action groups.  The conference planning committee develops a list of current issues affecting young people.  On their conference registration forms, youth vote on the first, second and third topics they are most interested in studying. Issues receiving the most votes are chosen for action group discussions.

Issues on which delegates will vote include diversity, teen image, character and ethics, health and wellness, war and peace and environment.


Participants also will have opportunities to discuss issues with other youth from across the commonwealth in informal settings.


Central conference goals are to help young people become more knowledgeable about issues that affect them, become more involved in shaping public policies on youth issues, believe they can help bring about positive changes in their communities, and acquire skills necessary to give leadership to local changes.


Although the conference is sponsored by the Kentucky 4-H Program, delegates do not have to be 4-H Youth Development members.


4-H is a community of young people across America who are learning leadership, citizenship and life skills.


For more information on opportunities available through 4-H, contact the (County Name) Cooperative Extension Service.

Educational programs of the University of Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin.
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