AWAKE Fosters Interest In Kentucky’s Environment

Source:  Carol Hanley


The Kentucky 4-H Youth Development Program is one of the partners who developed a Web site to “AWAKE-en” students’ interest in our environment and provide various nature-theme ideas for teachers.  You can visit All Wild About Kentucky’s Environment (AWAKE) at http://www.kentuckyawake.org. 


This site is a 4-H partnership with the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service, Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources, University of Kentucky Tracy Farmer Center for the Environment and Kentucky Department of Education.


Research indicates that using the environment as an instructional context can improve student achievement in all subject areas and motivate students in ways that traditional education often cannot.


Through AWAKE, students can learn key concepts about Kentucky’s environment and find environmental information about plants and animals that live in Kentucky and ecosystems typical of our physiographic regions.  In addition, students can post writing and art work on AWAKE. 


Also, teachers can submit nature-related curriculum suggestions, quizzes and games to AWAKE.


Students and teachers can use AWAKE for research.  It also has ideas for nature activities as well as a glossary, headlines and events and links to related sites.


The following are sections in AWAKE:


“Ask the Expert” enables students and teachers to ask experts in various fields questions about Kentucky nature or educational topics.  Answers are posted on the site.


Under “Curriculum,” teachers can access P-12 study units and other curriculum ideas connected to such nature themes as forestry, energy conservation and endangered species.


“Plants and Wildlife” has life histories with Kentucky-specific information on many topics listed in Core Content for Assessment, such as life cycles.  Each history was developed by KDFWR biologist. This category also has characteristics of organisms, external anatomy and student challenges. 


Under “Habitats and Ecosystems,” students can find information on ecosystems typical of Kentucky.  This section has descriptions of habitats and ecosystems, their locations and plants and animals that live in these systems.  It also has interactive posters. 


“Nature Notebooks” has illustrated biological field notes from “Kentucky Afield Magazine.”


“Wild About Art” gives students and teachers opportunities to post their artwork.  In addition, this section has ideas on integrating art into the science curriculum; tips on creating effective posters, murals and collages on nature themes; and study units on nature art themes. 


In “Wild about Reading and Writing,” students and teachers can post work related to nature themes. Students, teachers and parents can view annotated samples of student work, teacher and professional writing and literature associated with nature topics.


 Students wanting to submit writing or art samples should send a release form and the work to Stephanie Jenkins (swjenk2@uky.edu) at the Tracy Farm Center for the Environment, 233 Mining and Minerals Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546.  Teachers may submit educational aids to the same address.


Each submission is credited to the author or artist.


For more information about AWAKE, contact Carol Hanley at chanley@uky.edu or Venita Bright at venita.bright@mail.state.ky.us.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin.
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