Lights On Afterschool
Source: Deana Reed, UK extension specialist

The 12th annual Lights On Afterschool, a national rally that highlights the importance of afterschool programs, is Oct. 20. Afterschool programs are a critical means to keep youth safe, engaged and learning, and the yearly event underscores the value of afterschool programs. 
In past years, notable sites, from the Empire State Building to Mt. Rushmore, have been lit up as part of the event. This year, 11 sites will be selected to win awards from major retailer jcpenny, a major sponsor. Washington, D.C. will host a professional bike race on its streets, with companion events for youth that will include racing and bike safety. Awareness of the need for physical activity in afterschool programs is growing, and this bike segment will highlight the need to improve fitness among youth.
According to Afterschool Alliance, the organization responsible for Lights On Afterschool, the focus of afterschool projects ranges from project-based learning, some of which aligns with the school day; science, technology, engineering and math; and strengthening partnerships between community-based organizations and schools. 
The Alliance provides facts on the Commonwealth that demonstrate the importance of providing afterschool programs for youth:
· In Kentucky, 28 percent (196,028) of K-12 youth are responsible for taking care of themselves after school.

· Of all Kentucky children not currently enrolled in afterschool programs, 12 percent (82,612) would be likely to participate if a program were available in their community. 

· 90 percent of parents in Kentucky are satisfied with the afterschool program their child attends. 

· 29 percent (179,071) of Kentucky's K-12 children participate in afterschool programs, including 15,027 kids in programs supported by the U.S. Department of Education’s 21st Century Community Learning Centers initiative, the only federal program dedicated to afterschool. 

For more information, contact the (YOUR COUNTY) Cooperative Extension Service.

Educational programs of the Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, sex, religion, disability or national origin. 
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