“Wired for Wind”
Source: Jann Burks, UK 4-H specialist

This month, youth in [INSERT COUNTY] 4-H will join millions of young people across the nation to become scientists for the day during the fourth annual 4-H National Youth Science Day (NYSD). This annual event seeks to spark an early interest from youth in science and future science careers, and to reclaim the nation’s position of leadership in scientific exploration. As part of 4-H NYSD, youth will participate in Wired for Wind: the 2011 National Science Experiment. 
As the Kentucky 4-H State Teen Council learned in September, wind energy is the cleanest form of energy that can be used, emitting no form of pollution whatsoever. Retired science teachers Brian Radcliffe and Kelly Taylor, associated with the Tracy Farmer Institute for Sustainability at the University of Kentucky College of Agriculture, came and trained members on the strengths of wind energy, and tested its output with kits furnished by grant money from Toyota Inc. Members got to take home one kit to share with youth in their county in preparation for NYSD. 

Designed by the University of Nebraska–Lincoln Extension and in partnership with KidWind, the 2011 National Science Experiment will demonstrate how young people can implement alternatives to traditional energy production and have a positive impact on their communities and ecosystems. 
In [COUNTY NAME], Wired for Wind participants will enhance their engineering skills by designing, building and testing two different wind turbine models. The National Science Experiment will also help [INSERT COUNTY] 4-H’ers relate their scientific experiences back to their own lives as they determine the best location for a wind farm in [INSERT COUNTY, TOWN OR CITY] by calculating wind power and studying wind data and maps. 

To combat a national shortage of youth pursuing college science degrees and occupations, and to enhance the nation's contribution to the sciences, 4-H National Youth Science Day demonstrates that science, engineering, math and technology are fun and attainable options for college degrees and future careers. 
Currently, more than five million young people across the nation participate in 4-H science, engineering, technology and applied math year-long programming. Through the “One Million New Scientists, One Million New Ideas” campaign, 4-H is working toward a bold goal to engage one million new young people in these disciplines by the year 2013.

For more information, contact the (YOUR COUNTY) Cooperative Extension Service.

Educational programs of the Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, sex, religion, disability or national origin. 
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