Work science into your Halloween
Source: Torey Earle, 4-H agent for Science, Engineering and Technology
Halloween with its costumes, candies and parties is a fun time of the year for young people and adults alike. As you put together your holiday plans, think about how they can be enhanced using science.

In 4-H, several science projects are great for this time of the year. Through 4-H electricity projects, youth can learn to create spooky lighting and sound effects. Concepts learned from 4-H robotics projects can be great to create moving props or demonstrations at Halloween parties. Your 4-H youth development agent may be able to demonstrate cool Halloween effects including how to create fog and make slime.
Everywhere you look, there’s a chance to share a scientific concept with a young person. During Halloween, you can bring awareness to crop science as you discuss the vegetables and fruits that are in season. You can also talk about the science behind “scary” plants like the Venus fly trap.
You can even use science and math concepts by cooking up several seasonal holiday recipes. It’s fun learning about measurements, fractions and servings when you’re making ghoulish treats like graveyard chocolate pudding, mummies using hot dogs wrapped in crescent rolls or dipping strawberries into white chocolate to make ghosts. 
Blood and fake organs are also easy to create and add a visual effect to Halloween props and costumes. To make blood, mix 1 cup of corn syrup, 1 tablespoon of water, 2 tablespoons of red food coloring and 1 teaspoon of yellow food coloring. For organs, mix 2 tablespoons of corn starch, 4 teaspoons of water and 2 to 5 drops of red food coloring. Once you get a smooth consistency, add in one-half teaspoon of cocoa mix. With your fingers, press the mixture against the side of a bowl to form organ shapes. 
For more ways to make science fun year round, contact (COUNTY NAME) office of the University of Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service. 
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