Become a BUZZ Volunteer

Source: Martha Welch


Have you always thought about being a 4-H volunteer but with your busy-as-a-bee schedule didn’t think you could fit it in to your daily schedule? Then being a 4-H BUZZ volunteer may be the answer.

BUZZ volunteer is not a traditional volunteer role in 4-H. It’s a role that can be done as you go about everyday life. It’s a role that can be filled by busy executives, 90-year-old grandparents, nine-year-old kids – anybody.

Buzz is word-of-mouth marketing. Research has shown that it is the most effective form of marketing. So, by talking about 4-H you can influence other people to become involved.

Volunteers may choose to buzz any of three topics: “Get involved in 4-H,” directed to kids ages 9-18; “What your kids will gain through 4-H,” directed to parents; and “4-H Camp,” directed to kids and parents. Additional topics will be added over time.

Registering to become a volunteer can be done over the Internet. Simply go to http://www.Kentucky4-H.org/buzz, fill out the BUZZ application and click send. Adults will also need to fill out the standard 4-H volunteer application. It, too, is available online. Then mail or fax it to your local 4-H agent. (AGENTS THE WEB SITE WILL BECOME ACTIVE ON NOV. 1)

Every 4-H volunteer will go through a short, painless interview that will be arranged by the county 4-H agent. A background check will be done. Once approved, you will receive a pass code for on-line training and tools you can use. It only takes a few minutes. You are ready to BUZZ!  Just figure out ways to start a conversation in person, through e-mail, instant messaging or other technology, then tell them a few interesting facts you’ve learned about 4-H.

The National 4-H Council and Monsanto Company have awarded Kentucky’s 4-H Youth Development program with a 2006 Art of Leadership 4‑H Volunteer Action Grant to test the BUZZ idea. 

4-H is a community of young people across America learning leadership, citizenship and life skills.


For more information on becoming a BUZZ volunteer or other volunteering opportunities, contact the (YOUR COUNTY) Cooperative Extension Service.


Educational programs of the University of Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin.
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