4-H Honors Program Deadline Approaching

Source:  Jann Burks


December 15 is the deadline to submit applications for the 4-H Honors Program to the State 4-H Office.  This three-part program recognizes 4-H members for outstanding accomplishments and provides an incentive to increase their knowledge, skills and abilities.  It is for senior 4-H members, ages 14 through 19.


The foundation of this program is that motivation and incentives are important to positive youth development.  Further, that programming provides opportunities for creativity in a learn-by-doing environment and encourages 4-H participants to become involved in educational and service projects and activities.  Youth gain a number of life skills including teamwork, responsibility, making decisions, solving problems, planning/organizing, wise resources use, tolerance, cooperation, communication and responsible citizenship.


The Honors Program consists of three succeeding achievement levels, bronze, silver and gold pins; an opportunity to apply to be a delegate to the National 4-H College the following year; and “The Courier-Journal” Award of Excellence.  The latter award is for gold pin recipients only.


A member must be at least 14 to apply for the bronze level; 15, for silver, and 16 for gold.  Youth meet each achievement level by gaining a certain number of points based on the value of project and service work.  A 4-H member may use work accomplished as a junior member to achieve the bronze level.


Congress youth delegates are chosen based on their community service records and regional interviews.  To apply to attend the Congress, each delegate must have achieved at least the bronze level in the Honors Program. 


A 4-H member is eligible to win the Award of Excellence only once.  Selection is based on information from bronze, silver and gold achievement level applications.


Members achieving the recognition levels will be given pins during the 4-H Senior Conference this June on the University of Kentucky campus.  National 4-H Congress delegates also will be presented during this annual event.


For more information on the many 4-H/Youth Development programs, contact your (County Name) Cooperative Extension Service office.  You may also visit the 4-H home page at  http://www.ca.uky.edu/4h/.

Educational programs of the Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin.
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