Kentucky Delegates Chosen To Attend

National 4-H Congress Nov. 24-28
Source:  Jann Burks


Kentucky's 4-H Youth Development program has 26 delegates attending the National 4-H Congress Nov. 24-28. Delegate selection is based on each youth's 4-H Honor Program community service record and a regional interview. 4-H members must have achieved at least a bronze level in the Honors Program to apply to attend the congress.


Kentucky delegates are Thomas Keltner of Adair County; Stephanie Bodell and Meagan Pickett of Ballard County; Amber Jamison of Barren County; Gretta Gooch of Boyle County; Matt Chadwick and Kelsey Watson of Calloway County; Michelle Lauer of Campbell County.


Also, Austin Jacobs of Clark County; Katy DeToma and Sabrina Hounshell of Fayette County; Kristen Boylan, Tiffany Evans and Jeannie Francis of Hardin County; Kyle Bush and Chelsey Switzer of Harrison County; Jonathon Carman of Jessamine County; Stephanie Howerton and Lauren Vanhook of Lincoln County; Robert Clark Jr. of Mercer County; Alexandria Boswell of Metcalfe County; Brittney Netherton and Lindsey Thomas of Monroe County; and Allison Fister, Jennifer Fister and Tyler Flint of Scott County.

They will be accompanied by 4-H youth development agents Amanda Lauer of Boone County and Tommy Harrison of Muhlenberg County and Jann Burks, Extension specialist for 4-H youth development of Fayette County.


The National 4-H Congress brings together youth ages 14 to 19 from across the United States and its territories to hear outstanding community leaders and educators address pertinent issues and needs. Through educational, recreational and networking activities, delegates focus on leadership, empowerment and cultural diversity.  Delegates also are exposed to many cultural and educational resources.


Collectively, these experiences help youth become capable, competent and caring citizens as they bring knowledge back to their local communities.
This year, two Kentucky participants will be active during the conference by taking on a leadership and entertainment role.  Sabrina Hounshell, Fayette County, has been chosen to represent Kentucky on the Youth Leadership Team and Thomas Keltner, Adair County, will be on the entertainment team for the conference.


Congress programs are built on the belief that young people are significant partners in addressing issues the nation faces, especially those affecting youth. A team of Cooperative Extension System educators, 4-H youth and adult volunteers determines the most effective ways to address current youth issues and programs are developed around these methods.


The congress, a national tradition for more than 85 years, initially was designed to recognize state and national winners. This year's event, like preceding ones, will provide outstanding educational opportunities for 4-H members, as well as recognizing excellence in members. 


4-H Clubs, originally designed for rural agricultural youth, have expanded to meet the needs of rural, suburban and urban youth from all economic, social and cultural backgrounds.  Members have access to educational opportunities in a variety of subject matters.


4-H is a community of young people across America learning leadership, citizenship and life skills. 


For more information on becoming a member or volunteer, contact the (County Name) Cooperative Extension Service.


Educational programs of the University of Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin.
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