Volunteers a Key to Success Of 4-H Shooting Sports Program

Source:  Teresa Boll


The strong network of volunteers across Kentucky, their overwhelming enthusiasm and involvement, along with growing youth interest in firearms and archery, are major reasons for the phenomenal growth of the 4-H Shooting Sports Program.  In fact, this is one of the relatively few programs that is predominately lead by volunteers, with direction and leadership from the State 4-H Office.


Shooting Sports has about 850 teenage and adult volunteers who serve as certified coaches for programs in approximately 70 of Kentucky’s 120 counties.  To have a local shooting sports program, a county must have at least one certified coach.


Volunteers can become certified coaches by attending a workshop for adults and teenagers who want to receive initial or additional training in firearm safety and precision.  Training is offered in the following areas: hunter education challenge, pistol, rifle, shotgun, black powder and archery.   The next certification workshop will be February 28 through March 2, 2003 at the Kentucky Leadership Center near Jabez.


Certification workshop participants will attend classes on safe and proper use of firearms and archery equipment; then put what they’ve learned to use on the range.  Volunteers also will learn more about working with children and teenagers, as well as Kentucky 4-H/Youth Development policies and procedures.


Some adults and teenagers become volunteers because younger family members are interested in firearms or archery, and shooting sports gives them an opportunity to become involved as a family activity.  Volunteers realize that family members are aware of the dangers if equipment isn’t safely and properly used.  This wisdom is the basis for the Shooting Sports Program.  After attending a certification workshop, volunteers gain the satisfaction of watching youth grow in knowledge, skill and self-esteem.


The 4-H Shooting Sports Program promotes safe, proper use of all types of firearms and archery equipment, which helps dispel previous misconceptions about guns and archery gear.


Since 1993, the total number of shooters has nearly doubled to more than 750.  In addition, the total shooting events has more than doubled.  The total number of participating counties has steadily increased.


General competitive categories are BB, air and 22 rifle, air and 22 pistol, black powder and archery.  Shotgun discipline remains the most popular, but the others are steadily increasing in popularity.


To meet 4-Hers’ interests, a flint-lock category for muzzle-loader rifles and pistols was added to the 2002 4-H State Shooting Sports Event.  Several years ago, this event was expanded to two days to accommodate the increasing number of competitors and events.


For more information, contact your (County Name) Cooperative Extension Service.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin.
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Youth Have Educational Experiences

In International 4-H Youth Exchange

Source:  Wendy Stivers


The International 4-H Youth Exchange gives Kentuckians the opportunity to broaden their educational experiences by living abroad for extended periods of time.


Living with families in diverse parts of the world generates a better understanding among people from different nations. IFYE participants can live in Europe, Latin America, Australia, New Zealand, Asia or and Africa.  These experiences promote respect for the principles and objectives of others as well as their differences and similarities, leading to improved language,  communications and leadership skills through increased international awareness and understanding.


At this time, Kentuckians can live in other countries through two IFYE programs.  These are as an IFYE Representative, a three-or six-month visit, for ages 19 through 30, or as an IFYE Ambassador, a six-week program for ages 16 through 26.  In addition, Kentuckians can gain international experience by serving as a host family for someone from another country.


An IFYE Representative lives and works with several host families, experiencing the day-to-day life in a country.  Participants can fulfill self-interests through self study or by arranging academic credit through their home universities.  Representatives often interact with host organizations similar to 4-H/Youth Development.


IFYE Ambassadors have many opportunities to explore another area of the world as they learn about its culture and language, pursue new projects, participate in youth programs, and enjoy the sights and sounds of other countries. 


The fees for Representatives and Ambassadors vary according to the geographic area and type program selected.  Scholarship assistance is available for the IFYE Representative program.  Additional funds might be allowed for countries where development work is part of the exchange, such as Botswana.


Serving as a host family for an international student also is an international experience as guests share their own cultures in many ways with your families and friends.   Host family visits typically are for three-week, four-week or three-month periods.  Enabling young people throughout the world to experience life in the U.S. is a most rewarding experience.


For more information on IFYE serving as an IFYE Representative, Ambassador or host family, contact your (County Name) Cooperative Extension Service.

Educational programs of the Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin.
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