Take time to fill out agricultural census
Source: Kentucky Field Office, National Agricultural Statistics Service


The Census of Agriculture, taken every five years, is a complete count of U.S. farms and ranches and the people who operate them. The census looks at land use and ownership, operator characteristics, production practices, income and expenditures and many more areas.

Census forms were mailed Dec. 28 and should now be in the hands of farm owners and operators. Don’t delay in filling out the data. Federal law requires all who receive a census report form to respond even if you didn’t operate a farm or ranch in 2007. 
For census purposes, a farm is any place from which $1,000 or more of agricultural products were produced and sold, or normally would have been sold, during 2007. Completed forms are due by Feb. 4. Producers can return their forms by mail or via a secure Web site. 
The Census of Agriculture provides information that is not available anywhere else – information that benefits agricultural producers and their communities.

Another important piece of information compiled and published from the 2007 Census of Agriculture will be the count of farms by different categories:  size, type, operator characteristics and value of sales. This count is made for each county in Kentucky. Many of the extension programs administered in Kentucky receive funds for these projects based on the census farm counts by county.

Individual information is confidential. NASS uses the information only for statistical purposes and publishes data only in tabulated totals. The report cannot be used for purposes of taxation, investigation or regulation. The privacy of individual census records is also protected from disclosure through the Freedom of Information Act.
The National Agricultural Statistics Service will release census data, in both electronic and print formats, beginning February 2009. Detailed reports will be published for all counties, states and the nation.

For additional information on the Census of Agriculture or any NASS survey, call the Agricultural Statistics Hotline at 800-727-9540.
Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin.
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