Radon is invisible, tasteless, odorless and dangerous
Sources: Beverly Miller, senior extension associate for Biosystems and Agricultural Engineering; Kentucky Cabinet for Health and Family Services 
Radon is the No. 1 cause of lung cancer after smoking. It annually kills more than 21,000 Americans and accounts for about 12 percent of all cancer deaths. But you don’t have to be a victim. 
Radon is a radioactive gas that comes from the natural decay of uranium that is found in nearly all soils. Typically, it moves up through the ground to the air above and into your home through cracks and other holes in the foundation. Once radon is in your home, it can get trapped and build up. Any home can have a radon problem—old, new, drafty, well-sealed and homes with or without basements. Approximately one in 15 homes in the United States has elevated radon levels.

Exposure to radon may not cause immediate damage, but the long-term threat of lung cancer is very real. As radon decays, it emits radioactive particles, and when you inhale them, the particles overwhelm your cells with cancer-causing radiation and cause lung damage. 

Radon testing is easy and inexpensive and will only take a little of your time. Don’t rely on your neighbor’s test results to assess your own home; radon levels vary from house to house. If you find elevated radon levels in your home or office, you’ll have some simple options to decrease it, thus greatly reducing your risk for developing lung cancer. 
Radon test kits are free in Kentucky. The Kentucky Radon Program’s website, http://chfs.ky.gov/dph/info/phps/radongas.htm, has a list of counties that provide free radon testing kits and people to contact if your county does not offer free kits, You may also call 502-564-4856 to obtain a free test kit.
For more information on radon facts and testing, contact your local health department or the (County Name) Cooperative Extension Service.
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