Forage Finished Beef Workshops

Source:  Greg Halich, assistant extension professor, agricultural economics

In answer to growing consumer demand for locally produced and grass-finished beef, a series of Pasture-Based Beef Finishing Workshops is being offered to help Kentucky producers who are considering finishing their own beef.
Although locally produced beef was the standard 50 years ago, in recent years this practice gave way to larger, centrally located operations for finishing and marketing. Today, the trend is swinging back to traditional methods as more consumers seek out local food alternatives.  
Currently most Kentucky cattlemen sell into commodity markets which require minimal knowledge about finishing, processing and marketing. The two-part workshops focus on bridging this information gap and will cover all aspects of finishing beef on both pasture based and grain-on-grass systems.  
The first session will include discussions about pasture management, production costs, production systems, cattle breeds, marketing systems, market outlets and butchering and processing. Participants who decide to take the next step toward producing a locally finished product should attend the second session.

Session two will cover alternative systems, evaluating resource and skill requirements, potential profitability and risk management, in an effort to help producers identify the best methods for their individual farm resources.  

Funded through a grant from the U.S. Department of Agriculture's Risk Management Education Program, the workshops will be held in Lexington on Feb. 18 and 25 and in Princeton on March 2 and 11 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. A third workshop will be offered in Eastern Kentucky on April 8 and May 4. All workshops consist of two sessions and are geared toward farmers with experience in cattle and grazing and who are interested in exploring the locally produced beef alternative. Cost per session is $10. Lunch is included.  
For more information about the Pasture-Based Beef Finishing Workshops or to register, contact the (COUNTY NAME) Cooperative Extension Service.  

Educational programs of the Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin. 
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