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Reviewing common pesticide problems discovered by Environmental Protection agency inspectors provides a good starting point to take a close look at your own operation. This review serves as a reminder of some simple things that can be overlooked.

 Check the following areas to ensure that you comply with state and federal regulations and good practices when mixing and applying pesticides.

An expired private applicator card:  Check the expiration date.  If it has passed, you can renew your certification by attending a training session at the county Extension office. 
Label violations:  This includes using a pesticide on plants or sites that aren’t on the label, or not following label instructions. Labels for many familiar pesticides have drastically changed over the past few years.  Consequently, many uses for products have been changed or eliminated. 

Improper mixing:  Carefully read compatibility statements and other directions. You can create problems with prohibited tank mixes that cause interactions, which can mean poor control or even crop damage.
Failure to check fields before applying pesticides:  Not following this step can cause problems such as overlooking or forgetting a sinkhole in a field or wetland area.

Inadequate worker protection standards:  These principles are very specific about providing employees with information, personal protective equipment and decontamination materials.

Pesticide drift:  Off-target movement of a pesticide can cause particle and/or vapor drift.  To prevent potential problems, know product characteristics and pay attention to environmental conditions such as wind speeds or weather patterns that increase the potential for drift.

Incomplete or missing records:  Certified private pesticide applicators must keep appropriate records of all applications for three years.  You can get a sample record form from your county Extension office.
Spray tank not properly cleaned or applicator unfamiliarity with tank’s history:  This can lead to crop damage or illegal residues. When you buy used spray equipment, determine the types of pesticide products applied by the previous owner. For example, solvents in some emulsifiable concentrate formulations can serve as “tank cleaners,” causing inadvertent crop injury by the new owner.

Erroneous product safety claims:  Applicator unfamiliarity with the label likely is a major reason unrealistic claims are made and sometimes believed. Read beyond the crop and rate information. Look for critical cautions or warnings, such as crop or variety sensitivity, effects of specific weather conditions on applications, or product efficiency.

Failure to use required personal protection:  Requirements are spelled out for applicator safety equipment, and might require specific types of gloves or spray suits. Use quality equipment and keep it clean and functional. Replace it as needed.

The keys to avoiding common pitfalls associated with pesticide applications include familiarity with product labels, technical bulletins, state and federal laws, and Material Safety Data Sheets, along with attention to details.

For more information on pesticide applicator and environmental safety, contact your (County Name) Cooperative Extension Service.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin.
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