Preparing for flash floods
Sources: Matthew Dixon and Tom Priddy, UK agricultural meteorologists 
Floods are an inevitable part of life along rivers and low-lying areas in Kentucky.

Flash floods occur when heavy rains cause raging torrents that rip through stream beds, surge over stream banks and sweep away everything in their paths.

When there is a possibility rains might produce a flash flood in an area, a flash flood watch is issued. This alerts you to prepare to evacuate and to keep informed in case a flash flood warning is issued.

A flash flood warning is one of the most urgent weather warnings issued because flash floods move at incredible speeds, destroying buildings and bridges and scouring out new channels. This warning is issued when radar or weather observer reports indicate flash flooding is likely or is occurring. You should respond quickly because you might have only seconds to save yourself and your family if you’re in low-lying or flood-prone areas.

It’s important to prepare in advance for the possibility of flooding. Always have a plan to move to higher, safer ground should flooding threaten your area.

Make sure you know what river height means to your situation. You also need to recognize how far your property is above or below anticipated flood levels and how this elevation relates to the river gauge for which forecasts are prepared.

Remember these life-saving tips when a flash flood warning is issued:

· Avoid flooded areas and those with a high-velocity flow. Don’t try to walk through a flowing stream when water is above your knees.

· When driving, know the water depth in a dip because the road bed might not be intact beneath the water.

· If your vehicle stalls, immediately abandon it and move to higher ground. Rapidly rising water can engulf a vehicle and its occupants and sweep them away.

· During any flood emergency, stay tuned to your National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration weather radio, commercial radio or television. This weather information might save your life.

For more information, visit the University of Kentucky Agricultural Weather Center at http://wwwagwx.ca.uky.edu or contact the (COUNTY NAME) Cooperative Extension Service.
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