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Lowering somatic cell count (SCC) is an important issue for Kentucky dairy farmers because lower somatic cell counts provide a higher quality product and increase income through increased milk production and milk quality bonus payments.  Somatic cell counts, which measure white blood cells in milk, indicate bacterial infection when they are more than 240,000 per milliliter. SCCs are not an actual measure of clinical mastitis but can be used as an indicator to reduce milk loss, drug costs, secondary problems and the risk of culling. Close monitoring of SCC also increases chances of recovery from a mastitis infection. 
There are no human health concerns with higher somatic cell counts, and there is no difference in taste or smell. However, because the European Union (EU) is pushing for a lower somatic cell count standard, dairy farmers co-ops across the United States are pushing to begin adopting these lower numbers. Current limits in the United States for SCC are 750,000 parts per milliliter. The EU mandates that each farm’s milk (rather than mixed milk fluids) be under 400,000 parts per milliliter. 
The industry expects that similar reductions in somatic cell count levels soon will be implemented in the United States. Milk is increasingly sold on a global platform, so early adoption will give allow Kentucky dairy producers a greater ability to compete with farms that meet worldwide standards. The National Milk Producers Federation will vote to follow a stepped reduction of SCC, below:
· 600,000 per ml by Jan. 1, 2012
· 500,000 per ml by Jan. 1, 2013
· 400,000 per ml by Jan. 1, 2014
High somatic cell counts indicate mastitis. Monitoring SCC is a tool to assess mastitis levels in the herd and take appropriate and swift actions if levels change. There are many procedures dairy farmers can follow when trying to lower SCC. These include:
· Maintaining or increasing cleanliness of cows.
· Following proper milking procedures.
· Keeping thorough records to measure seasonality, frequency and management changes.
· Characterizing problem cows.
· Determining causative bacteria.
· Reducing environmental exposure. 
· Changing milking procedures to control pathogens.
· Scheduling equipment maintenance.
· Improving cows’ immune systems so they can fight mastitis more effectively.
Lower somatic cell counts yield a higher quality fluid milk product, one which provides an increased cheese yield and has a longer fluid milk shelf life. This better quality product translates into higher payments for farmers, ranging roughly from 25 cents to $1 per hundredweight. Because processors seem to be moving quickly toward these lower standards, lowering SCC is an important step to remain competitive. 
For more information on somatic cell count in dairy herds, contact the (YOUR COUNTY) Cooperative Extension Service.
Educational programs of the Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, sex, religion, disability or national origin. 
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•Measures the level of udder stress/damage/irritation 
•Under 240,000 /ml uninfected 
•Over 240,000 /ml infected 
•Not a measure of actual mastitis infection 
•Do not treat based solely on SCC! 
•Easy way to assess the mastitis level in a herd 
•Excellent mastitis management
