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Beef producers who wish to keep export options open are advised to look into the process verified program (PVP). This is one of two mechanisms – the other being the qualified system assessment (QSA) – to satisfy the beef export verification requirements enacted in December 2005, concerning the export of beef, primarily to Asian rim markets such as Japan and Korea.

Because these countries have placed age restrictions on imported beef, the age of the animal must be auditable back to live production records on the farm of birth. No one except the person who calved the animal can make the claim of age on that animal.   
There are simple ways for a producer to meet that requirement. It is similar to an ISO 9000 type of a program where you have to document your record-keeping methods that give you the ability to make claims in the marketplace. The Kentucky Beef Network recommends PVP because it allows a producer to meet the requirements without having to relinquish his or her records. Data can be passed along on the animal confidentially, as long as there is a system in place to verify the birth date against a producer’s records. With QSA, the records are handed over with the animal.

Though it does have some similarities, PVP is not the national animal identification program. Though KBN encourages obtaining a premise number, it is not required. Under PVP the producer establishes that the beef is exportable. And since the producer is the one making that claim, he or she must have the records to back that up. KBN has a system in place to issue a U.S. Department of Agriculture stamped certificate for that animal or that group of animals that says these animals are export-verified. 

From an animal health standpoint, keeping records that verify an animal’s age is a marketing issue, not a regulatory issue. What PVP does is allow you to trade the value of that in the marketplace. Under PVP the producer has a documented birth date on the animal that can be passed along to the feed yard. That tells them what date that animal has to be harvested by to be exported. 


PVP requires no advanced record-keeping skills. However, training is required. KBN is conducting hour-long training sessions around the state. These meetings are primarily focused on the CPH 45 (certified preconditioned for health) sales. There will be 35 or 40 of those sales a year, scattered all over the state. The focus is on these sales because those producers are already accustomed to certifying health, vaccinations and weaning. This is just one additional layer.

Participants in PVP have two options for documenting age. The first option requires individual birth dates on every animal born on their farm. The animal must carry some form of unique identifier. That can be an ear tag, a brand, or something similar.

The other option is to verify by group age, which means that the producer is required to only document when they begin calving. In either the spring or fall calving season, the first date that a calf hits the ground is recorded. It is then assumed that no animal in that particular sale offering can be older than that specific animal. Because the record-keeping is simpler, this is the more common option of the two. This option is for producers who have relatively controlled calving seasons, as well as an ability to maintain those records. The practice does not work for producers who calve all year long.

For their own protection, producers are also required to have a designated location to store those records for three years.

Participating in PVP does not require any large outlay of money, nor does it require extensive training. A producer does not have to be able to read the tags, collect the data or anything else in that vein. There are systems in place that will allow the producer to get tags from the KBN that will be allocated to a producer. The producer shares the birth date with KBN who will then record it against the tag numbers. All the producer needs to do is put those tags in the calves and make sure the KBN has the birth date information. No expensive electronic readers are required.

For information about PVP trainings around the state, contact your (COUNTY NAME) Extension office or your local Kentucky Beef Network facilitator. The meetings last approximately one hour. Completion of the training is required for certification.

Educational programs of the Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin. 
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