Lawnmowers are No Place for Children
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Each spring, as the flowers blossom and the grass begins to grow, millions of people haul out their mowers, lawn tractors, trimmers, tillers and chipper/shredders. Along the way, some also haul out unsafe operating habits that can lead to injuries.


Young children move quickly and are attracted to mowing activity. They don't understand the dangers it poses. Parents should keep young children away from any outdoor power equipment.  Each year, about 75 people are killed and about 20,000 are injured on or near riding lawnmowers and garden tractors. One out of every five deaths involves a child.


More than 800 young children get run over or backed over by riding mowers each year. This happens when children fall while being given rides, or when they approach the operating mower. Children should never be in the yard while you're mowing, and they should never ride on the mower.

Children see mowing activity, want to ride along and approach the mower sometimes faster than the adult can see them. Never assume children will remain where you last saw them. Be alert and turn off the mower if children enter the mowing area. Use extra care when backing up or going around corners, shrubs, trees or other obstacles.
As with all lawnmowers, there is a risk of a thrown object. Small children are at special risk since an object thrown from a lawnmower that would strike an adult in the leg could cause a much more serious injury by striking a small child in the body or the head.

Many children suffer serious burns to their hands and arms when they touch the hot muffler of running or recently running engines. Keep children away from power equipment, especially that which is running or has recently been running.

Protecting children in and around lawn care equipment can be accomplished by taking the appropriate precautions. While children may want to ride on mowers or other equipment keeping a firm “no riders” policy will help prevent injuries and allow for a safe, enjoyable summertime. 

For more information regarding outdoor power equipment safety, contact the (Country Name) Extension Office.
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