Meat Goats and Mineral Supplements
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Feeding is an essential aspect of goat production and may be the highest expense of any meat goat operation.  Goats raised for meat need high quality feed in most situations and require an optimum balance of many different nutrients to achieve a successful operation. Because of their unique physiology, rates of weight gain are smaller for meat goats than cattle or sheep.


Goats require many minerals for basic body function and optimum production. Providing free choice a complete goat mineral or a 50:50 mix of trace mineralized salt and dicalcium phosphate is advisable under most situations.

Major minerals likely to be deficient in the diet are salt (sodium chloride), calcium, phosphorous and magnesium.  Most forages are high in calcium, so calcium is low only if high grain diets are fed, which would be unusual for goats. Low quality, weathered forages will be deficient in phosphorous, especially for high and average lactating does.  The ratio of calcium to phosphorous in the diet is important and should be kept about a two to one ratio. Grass tetany can occur when goats in early lactation are grazing lush, leafy small grain, annual ryegrass or grass/legume pastures. Under those conditions, it is advisable to provide a mineral mix that contains 5 to 10 percent magnesium.


Trace minerals likely to be low in diets are copper, zinc and selenium.  Selenium is marginal to deficient in most areas of the southeastern United States and many commercial trace mineralized salts do not contain it. Trace mineralized salts that include selenium should be provided to the goat herd at all times. Producers should make sure that the trace mineralized salts they buy contain selenium.  In case selenium is absent, they should encourage their local feed store to include it in the mix or to order trace mineralized salts that contain selenium. 

Taking the steps to ensure quality mineral supplements to a goat herd will benefit the operation and allow for maximum profit potential.
For more information regarding meat goats and mineral supplements, contact the (Country Name) Extension Office.
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