Use Budgeting Software To Make Farm Economic, Financial Decisions

Sources:  Steve Isaacs and Laura Powers


Economic and financial decisions on the farm shouldn’t be made on hunches, feelings or “seat of the pants” guesses.  Many decisions on what to grow or how much input to use are made without developing a financial analysis or budget.  


Instead, why not use budget templates that are easy to use, free to anyone with Internet access (or everyone through the County Extension office) and don’t require additional software applications or the skills to use them.


The budget templates are available through the College of Agriculture Web site at www.ca.uky.edu.  Then, go to the Agricultural Economics Department, Publications and Data Section, and Extension Software.  You can find instructions on how to download and use the budgets at this site. The templates were developed by farm management specialists in the College of Agriculture Department of Agricultural Economics.


Budget templates are available for livestock, field crops and horticultural crops.  Software aids are also available for corn/soybean planting decisions, precision farming investment decisions, and break-even harvest decisions.


These aids don’t require additional software.  Users can change values in the blue numbered cells to generate and print customized budgets. 


Templates for new budgets and decision aids will be added to this site as they’re developed. 


For more information, contact your (County Name) Cooperative Extension Service.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin.
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