Tips To Reduce Potential Mosquito Breeding Sites In Ornamental Pools and Landscape Fish Ponds

Source:  Lee Townsend


If you have an ornamental pool or landscape fish pond, you might be wondering about how to reduce mosquito populations in these particular situations.  Ornamental pools and landscape fish ponds are potential breeding sites; but they don’t have to be. 


Below are some mosquito management tips for these pools and ponds.  Some of these tips also apply to birdbaths.


Check for mosquito larvae and pupae at least once a week so you’ll know if mosquitoes are thriving and you need to start control measures.  Simply kneel down by the edge of the pool, pond or birdbath and carefully watch the water for the distinctive wiggling of larvae and tumbling pupae.   They are most likely found in warm, shallow areas.  Since larvae and pupae must regularly come to the surface to breathe, just get comfortable and watch for a while. 


One mosquito management practice is to stock the pond with fish.  Healthy, hungry top-feeding fish can help control mosquito larvae and pupae.  Smaller goldfish or koi generally will eat larvae and pupae, especially if the fish are hungry.   If you notice wiggling larvae, stop feeding fish for a few days to see if the immature mosquitoes disappear.  


Don’t over-feed your fish.  Hungry fish make better mosquito predators.  Also, by not over-feeding you won’t have leftover food to encourage algae growth.


Manage aquatic plants to keep them from providing mosquito hiding places.  Plants in contact with the water surface might shelter mosquito larvae from fish or other predators.  Thin plants or remove some so fish can swim around and through this vegetation.  Avoid thin-leaved plants because they provide excellent shelter for larvae. 


Mosquito larvae generally do well in stagnant water because they feed on the microorganisms.  So periodically remove organic matter such as leaves, fruit and dropped flowers or buds that have fallen into the water.  Excessive organic matter can require more oxygen than the pond has available for decomposition.  The bacteria that grow in this situation discolor water and give it a foul odor. 


Another mosquito management practice is to trim surrounding landscape plants away from the water surface so they won’t provide a base for algae growth as well as shelter for larvae.  Another reason to prune landscape shrubs or trees is that all ponds and pools need some sunlight.   Pruning reduces shade cover, thus enabling some light to reach the water.


Finally, avoid contamination from fertilizers, pesticides, herbicides or muddy runoff.  Fertilizers can cause rapid algae growth in the pond.  Many pesticides and herbicides used for yard pests can be very toxic to fish.  If the yard will be treated for pest control, cover the pond for protection, or don’t have that part of the yard treated.


If you’re refilling or adding a large amount of water to the pond, consider whether the new water contains chlorine or chloramines.  Contact a pet store that sells fish and nursery where you bought aquatic plants for advice on neutralizing these compounds.  Generally, you can add small amounts of water, less than 10 percent of the volume, to your pond without a problem.


For more information, contact your (County Name) Cooperative Extension Service.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin.
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