TREATED LUMBER DISAPPEARING HERE’S THE SCOOP ON WHY

Source:  Terry Conners


You might have noticed a dwindling supply of green, pressure-treated lumber at your favorite garden supply or home lumber retailer.  Here’s why.


This lumber contains Chromated Copper Arsenate, a pesticide used to prevent rot fungi and termite problems.  There is no evidence of health issues from CCA in normal use, nor is  there proof of significant arsenic uptake by vegetables grown in raised beds supported by this treated lumber.

However, due to public concerns about the arsenic in this type of treated wood, the wood preservation industry is voluntarily withdrawing the use of CCA in most products around the home and garden such as landscape timbers, decks and playground equipment.  Manufacturers are phasing out CCA production and this pesticide won’t be used to treat wood for residential use after December, 2003.

It’s not necessary to remove or destroy CCA-treated lumber you currently have in use around your home or garden.  If you have concerns about residue, a panel of physicians has suggested that a polyurethane coating every year or two would seal chemicals in the wood.


If you do decide to dispose of the treated lumber, remember that CCA is a pesticide.  With continued contact you might develop a skin irritation, so it’s advisable to wear gloves when handling it and to wash your hands afterward. Wear a dust mask if you plan to saw the wood.  Don’t use sawdust and chips from treated wood in compost or as mulch.


Most importantly, avoid burning the wood in an area where you could be exposed to fumes, such as a fireplace or wood-burning stove.   If you burn the treated wood outside, don’t stand down wind of the smoke.


When burning CCA-treated wood on a farm, remember that cattle like the sweet ashes .  But these ashes are very poisonous to them; it is best to  dispose of the ashes through municipal waste facilities. 


There are several alternatives to CCA-pressure-treated lumber:  use woods that are naturally rot- and termite-resistant such as the heartwood of northern white cedar or redwood; buy wood treated with non-arsenic chemicals such as ACQ, a copper-based preservative, or wood treated with Borate-containing or Azole-containing compounds; and substitute non-woody materials such as plastic lumber, metal, brick, stones or concrete as applicable to your situation.


If you have questions, contact your (County Name) Cooperative Extension Service.


Educational programs of the Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin.


Mention or display of a trademark, proprietary product, or firm in text or figures does not constitute an endorsement and does not imply approval to the exclusion of other suitable products or firms.

-30-

