Protect your farm and livestock
Source:  Andrea Higdon, UKAg Emergency Management Systems director; eXtension.org

Is your farm or ranch protected against everyday crime? How about agroterrorism? The measures to take to protect your land and property from both types of crime are similar and well worth the effort to put in place. An effective plan should consider property and biosecurity issues. The following information can help you start planning.

Property Security

· Ask your insurance agent to walk your farm with you and review your coverage.
· Identify your property for emergency personnel with three-inch reflective numbers on the mailbox, post or other location.
· Install a well-hidden emergency information box for emergency personnel. Items in the information box should include an up-to-date farm map, a list of emergency contact persons and their phone numbers, locations and amounts of hazardous chemicals and material safety data sheets, and a list of the major contents of each building. Have the box location on file at your 911 dispatch center, and inform your local fire and police chiefs or sheriff.
· Store all pesticides and farm chemicals in a locked and weatherproof building and as recommended by the label instructions.
· Invite your local fire department to your farm for a safety and security check. You should have numerous working fire extinguishers in plain sight. Employees should know where they are and how to use them. You should have working fire alarms in place. Replace their batteries every six months. Show fire personnel the locations of water mains, electricity control boxes, fuel and chemical supplies, your emergency information box and livestock holding areas. Remove woodpiles, debris piles, brush and other potential hiding places near these buildings.
· Install and maintain gates and locks, and use them whenever possible. Never leave keys in vehicles or equipment. Tag and code keys. Keep them in a secure place. Keep the number of key copies to a minimum; sign them out when needed. Recover keys and change locks when employees are fired or leave.

· Install adequate lighting to permit work and deter theft or other crimes. Light critical areas such as fuel tanks, grain bins and chemical storage areas. Place video cameras, motion detection lights or other electronic monitoring devices in strategic locations. Use watchdogs in appropriate locations.

· Place an emergency contact list next to each phone. Include fire, police, ambulance, veterinarian and poison control numbers. Pre-program the emergency numbers into cell phones. 

Biosecurity

Biosecurity measures can protect your animals. Do you have an inventory of your animals? Can you identify them? You should monitor your animals frequently for signs of illness or harm and maintain complete and accurate animal health records.

· House sick animals in an isolation area away from other animals. Feed and treat them after healthy animal chores are completed. Change and disinfect clothes and footwear after working with sick animals.

· Implement and maintain nutrition, vaccination and parasite control programs.

· Quarantine new animals for at least 30 days.

· Store feed away from contamination sources such as fuel and chemicals.

· Protect feed from contamination by cat, bird and vermin feces.

· Don't feed mammalian-origin protein to ruminants.

· Keep all feed records for at least five years.

· Use separate equipment for feed and waste handling.

· Keep watering areas away from roads and areas accessible by passersby.

· Necropsy and properly dispose of dead animals.

· Control personnel and visitor entries.

· Require visitors to sign in and provide their addresses. To control disease, restrict international visitors' access to certain areas of the farm.

· Provide coveralls, plastic boot covers or boots for visitors.

· Use disinfectant on boots, tires and equipment.

· If you borrow equipment, disinfect it before and after use.

· Don't share fences with neighbors.

· Maintain your fences and barns.

Routinely monitor cropland for evidence of unusual disease or damage. Controlling personnel and visitor entry to your farm is key. Walk around buildings and along fence lines to look for signs of trespassing and unusual activity. Also, be aware of unfamiliar vehicles. Family members and employees should report suspicious people, vehicles or activities to you and local law enforcement officials.
It’s a good idea to provide opportunities for your employees to take appropriate training and certification courses such as pesticide handler training and certification. For all new and potential employees, you should always perform reference and background checks.

Place up-to-date first aid kits and water flush bottles in numerous places on your property. Everyone should know where the kits are. Provide opportunities for employees to take first aid and CPR training. Be sure everyone knows who is certified.
List routine business contacts and information in a convenient location so others can find it if you or your manager is absent. Maintain an up-to-date phone and address list of your employees.

Make sure you keep good records and regularly back up your data offsite. 
For more information, contact the (County Name) Cooperative Extension Service. You can also take a free online farm security course at http://campus.extension.org/course/view.php?id=54. 

Educational programs of the University of Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin.
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