Robinson Center for Appalachian Resource Sustainability field day Oct. 2
Source: David Ditsch, Robinson Center director

The Robinson Center for Appalachian Resource Sustainability in Quicksand will be full of fall activity the last week of September, leading up the Oct. 2 Mountain Ag Field Day. 
The week begins with two Pumpkin Days for preschoolers Sept. 28 and 29. Children will learn all about pumpkins and will pick one from the patch to take home. 

Middle school and high school students from all over Eastern Kentucky will participate in Youth Natural Resources Field Day Sept. 30. The middle-school participants will follow one of two tracks – wildlife management or forestry – and spend the day at the center in Quicksand. High school participants will spend the day at Robinson Forest in one of the two tracks. For more information, contact Perry County Cooperative Extension Agent Jan Gibson at 606-436-2044. 

The Mountain Ag Field Day is Oct. 2 and begins at 10 a.m. EDT with several unique workshops to choose from as well as the more traditional field day tours, which run until 4 p.m.
Workshops and focus sessions include goat production, horse management, pasture renovation, making a cutting board, sweet sorghum, high-value fall crops and farmers markets, beef cattle, vineyards and winemaking, beekeeping and honey, small flock pasture poultry production, energy efficient and effective power fencing for livestock production, and a history of Quicksand and the impact of Robinson Station on the region. 

You can also choose to attend a study tour of Robinson Forest, which is limited to 40 people. This tour departs Quicksand at 12:30 p.m. and returns at 4:30 p.m. You will learn about logging and water quality protection in Eastern Kentucky; a timber harvesting streamside management zone study; cumulative effects of timber harvesting on water quality and visit the harvesting site of the streamside management zone study. 
If you are interested in energy sources, efficiency and economic opportunities, you’ll want to spend the day in the energy track at Quicksand. The track starts with an overview of agri-energy activities in Kentucky, followed by sessions on biomass crops, biodiesel refinery, energy from algae and a small-scale pellet mill demonstration. You can also learn about energy efficiency for homeowners and businesses and get more details about economic opportunities for biomass energy in Kentucky and eco-power generation. 

Make sure to visit the exhibits under the tent including a quilt show and see the energy displays and equipment demonstrations during the field day. 

For more detailed information and directions, visit the field day website http://www2.ca.uky.edu/rcars/UK%20Mountain%20Ag%20and%20Energy%20Field%20Day%20Program%204.pdf  or contact the (COUNTY NAME) Cooperative Extension Service. 

Educational programs of the Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, sex, religion, disability or national origin.
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