Comfortable Cows Generate Higher Dairy Income

Source:  Bill Crist

By giving cows a good home, you will reap higher profits and reduce the work load of the milking process.  Stalls and barns are two areas where comfort and cleanliness pay big dividends.

Because cows like to keep their heads higher than their tails, your stalls need to be four inches higher in the front than at the rear.  This makes cows more comfortable and keeps them from trapping themselves in stalls.

Using a brisket board is another way to keep cows from getting stuck in stalls.  Install this two-by-six-inch board at the front of the stall to keep the cow from working herself forward and getting trapped.
A neck rail encourages cows to manure out in the alley, rather than in the stall.

Whatever type of bedding you use, remember to keep it clean and dry, especially in the back of the stall.  Clean the back daily with a broom or pitchfork and move new bedding from the front.  Don't forget to scrape alleys daily.

Cow and heifer cleanliness is especially important around calving time because this is the highest risk time for mastitis.  Cows and heifers should be in a clean, dry place.

For comfort, cows need adequate ventilation in the winter.  Close the sides on free-stall barns in the winter.  But keep the eaves open to allow fresh air to enter, but keep rain and snow out.

Clean, comfortable cows are easier to milk.  To ease your work load, make sure milking equipment is operating properly and that you are using the correct milking procedures.  This will go a long way toward having a profitable dairy business.

For more information on increasing dairy profits, contact the (County Name) Cooperative Extension Service.
Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin.
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