Disease Control in Home Gardens

Sources:  Rick Durham and John Hartman


Sanitation is an important means to manage diseases in home vegetable, flower and fruit gardens.  It involves cleaning up and destroying damaged or diseased plants or plant parts in the garden.  


Many disease-causing microorganisms survive the winter on contaminated or infected remains from the previous crop.  Thus, it’s important to remove debris so you don’t leave a source of organisms to cause problems in gardens next year.  Be sure to remove all spent blooms and foliage and mummified fruits.


You can begin sanitation practices once fruit ripens and leaves begin to drop.  Cleanup should be well underway before the first killing frost and completed around late November or early December.


If you decide to leave old plants, till these under to break them into smaller pieces.  Buried plant debris decomposes faster than remains left on the soil surface. This reduces pathogen and pest populations left in the garden to cause problems next year. 


When you use plant debris in a compost pile, be sure the pile heats sufficiently to completely decompose plant remains; otherwise, dispose of the material so it cannot be recycled back into the garden.


Good garden sanitation reduces the risk of such diseases as early blight, mildews, gray mold fungus and various root rot and wilt problems.


In addition to sanitation, you can reduce disease problems by using resistant varieties and disease-free seed and transplants.  Your (County Name) Cooperative Extension Service has information on these plant materials. Remember, always to disinfest garden tools and shears.


Be sure the pest problem has been correctly diagnosed before using a pesticide. Always read the label for uses, rates and other application information. 


Your local Extension office can provide diagnostic assistance and recommendations to manage gardening problems.

Educational programs of the Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin.
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