SAFETY IS JOB ONE WHEN USING A CHAINSAW
Source: Jeff Stringer, Associate Professor, Department of Forestry

Like many people, you’re probably thinking about dragging out the chainsaw to cut firewood, remove fallen tree branches or take care of similar tasks while the leaves are off the trees.  Before you get started, however, you might want to ponder this: Every year, about 36,000 people are taken to the emergency room for chainsaw-related injuries, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

The chainsaw has been called one of the most dangerous tools, mostly because of its power. Besides, anything that can cut through wood can certainly cut through a person’s skin and serious cuts from chainsaws are common.

To reduce the risk of a chainsaw injury, keep these important safety guidelines in mind:
· Make sure you choose a chainsaw that includes safety features, including a chain brake, front and rear hand guards, and a low-kickback chain. Also choose the proper size chainsaw to match the job. Most stores that specialize in chainsaw and outdoor equipment sales can help you with these decisions.
· Read and follow the manufacturer’s instructions. 
· Check to see that all parts are present and in good working order, and check the saw chain for proper tension and sharpness. Also be sure the chain is well-lubricated.
· Always start a chainsaw with the saw on the ground, with one hand firmly on the handle. Never hold the chainsaw in the air with one hand while pulling on the starting rope with the other.

· Keep both hands on the chainsaw while cutting, and always operate below shoulder height. Engage the chain brake when starting and walking with the saw.

· Many chainsaw injuries result from “kickback,” which can occur when the upper tip of the guide bar touches an object or the chain gets pinched. To lessen the chance of the saw striking you during kickback, maintain a stiff left elbow. To keep the saw from hitting your head or face during kickback, never look directly down the cut. During kickback, the saw comes out of the cut and up toward the operator.

· Wear appropriate equipment to protect your eyes, hearing, head, and legs and feet. Eyes, head and ears can be protected by wearing a helmet system that includes a face shield and hearing protectors mounted on a hardhat. Safety goggles or glasses should also be worn. Make sure it is true safety eyewear and not normal glasses. Wearing cut-resistant boots and chaps is a requirement for loggers and should also be worn by others when using a saw.
· Never operate a chainsaw alone. Another person can share the cutting tasks to help prevent fatigue or go for help if an accident occurs. 

For more information, contact your (County Name) Cooperative Extension Service. Educational programs of the Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin.

