Parents Help Literacy Development Begin Early
Source:  Gary Hansen


Because literacy develops long before children begin school, parents have a good opportunity to introduce their children to its richness and benefits. There are many easy, everyday ways parents can introduce youngsters to communicating in the world around them.

It may be as simple as talking to infants by prompting them to communicate by repeating their cooing sounds. Parents also can describe what they are doing as they perform routine activities and describe what the baby is doing.


Reading also is an important way to help youngsters develop literacy, especially if it is a loving personal experience with the baby snuggled comfortably on a parent's lap.  To make reading an enjoyable, educational experience, choose books with one colorful picture on every page. Change your voice as you point to each picture.  Act out and exaggerate animal noises.  Choose books with cloth or cardboard pages, and don't worry about ripping them.

Making these suggestions a part of everyday routines will help produce a strong foundation for further literacy development during the toddler and pre-school years.

For more parenting information, contact the (County Name) Cooperative Extension Service.


Educational programs of the University of Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin.
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