Help the environment by recycling electronics 
Source: Ashley Osborne, extension associate for environmental and natural resource issues and Kentucky Division of Waste Management
Technology changes so rapidly with new gadgets invented every day. Many of us get caught up with purchasing the latest advances and do not think about how or when the device’s predecessor will be disposed. Estimates show Kentuckians annually dispose of about 40,000 to 80,000 tons of electronic waste. Fortunately, many Kentucky counties offer recycling programs for this waste, also known as e-scrap. 

Electronics contain valuable materials including copper, precious metals or engineered plastic. Recycling electronics conserves these materials and reuses them, many times to make other electronic components.  By using recycled materials compared to new ones, manufacturers use less energy in the production of new electronics. Many electronics also contain hazardous materials, such as lead, mercury and nickel, which could be hazardous to humans and the environment. 
Additionally, recycling cuts down on greenhouse gases emitted from the production of electronics by reducing the need for mining and processing new materials. According to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, the production of one million computers emits as many greenhouse gases as the annual emission from more than 17,000 cars.

Each county’s solid waste division has different recycling policies, and may only accept certain items. Some locations may not accept electronics at all while others only accept electronics during certain times of the year. Some common electronics which can be recycled include CD players, VCRs, DVD players, stereos, televisions, cell phones and computers. Check with your county solid waste coordinator or extension office to learn about recycling events and programs in your community. 

If your county does not have a recycling program, you can reduce e-scrap through other methods. Many electronic retailers and manufacturers have return programs for their products. When purchasing an item, ask an employee if one exists for the product you plan to purchase.  
Consider the longevity of a product when making a purchase. Upgrades are available for many electronics and can lengthen their lifespan.  Repair broken electronics instead of replacing them. 
Sharing CDs or DVDs with friends and family reduces the amount of e-scrap and can cut down on purchasing costs. Many video game retailers buy used video games. Several charities also accept old electronics. 

For more information on recycling in your community, contact the (COUNTY NAME) Cooperative Extension Service. 
Educational programs of the Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, sex, religion, disability or national origin. 
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