Littering Cigarette Butts Is a Nasty American Habit

Source: Ashley Osborne 


Each year, it’s estimated that more than four trillion cigarette butts are carelessly tossed onto roadways, sidewalks and beaches. They are the No. 1 littered item in the United States, surpassing beverage containers, food wrappers and plastic bags on the most-littered list. 

Unfortunately, many Americans do not believe cigarette butts are litter. This lack of awareness, combined with an increase in outdoor smoking and lack of proper receptacles, is causing problems for communities across the country.

Here are some facts about cigarette butts:

· Contrary to popular belief, cigarette butts are not biodegradable. The filters on cigarette butts are made of plastic materials which may never completely break down. 

· Cigarette butts can absorb hazardous substances, such as lead and arsenic. This poses a threat to humans, animals, plants and water sources.
· Cigarette butts are fire hazards. A number of costly and often deadly fires are caused each year by smoldering cigarettes.
· Cigarette butts are small and lightweight. When thrown into the street, they are easily carried through storm drain systems and eventually end up in waterways.


So, what can you do to snuff out this nasty litter problem? If you are a smoker, use an ashtray or receptacle to dispose of ashes and cigarette butts. Portable ashtrays are available and easy to use and carry. If you own a business, provide receptacles for smokers to dispose of cigarette butts at entrances, exits and other high traffic areas. 


Also consider organizing a community clean-up event targeted to cigarette butts. Although cigarette litter can be difficult to tackle, it is worth the effort.


For more information, contact your (County Name) Cooperative Extension Service. Educational programs of the Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin.
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